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What is it?

The North Carolina Interagency Coordinating Council (NC-ICC) is a Governor appointed
Council of thirty (30) members, of which twenty percent must be parents of children with
or at risk for disabilities. The NC-ICC is responsible for advising and assisting the state
with implementing the Infant and Toddler Program for children ages birth to three years
old, as well as the Preschool Program for children three to five years of age, with or at risk
for disabilities.

The NC-ICC receives its federal authority and charge through the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, PL 108-446 as reauthorized) and its state authority
through GS 143B-179.5.

Specific duties are: 1) identify sources of fiscal and other support for the early
intervention system; 2) develop policies related to early intervention services; 3) prepare
applications for available federal funds for early intervention services; 4) resolve
interagency disputes; and, 5) promote interagency agreements.

One of the roles of the NC-ICC is to advocate for children ages birth to five and their
families. The NC-ICC educates the General Assembly, families, early intervention
professionals, and other appropriate audiences relative to the status of the early
intervention system in North Carolina. Examples are service system capacity, professional
education needs, promoting public awareness around early intervention, etc.

Additionally, the NC-ICC can initiate and request sponsorship of legislation to better
coordinate and fund the early intervention system of services, as is called for by federal
statute.
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North Carolina Interagency Coordinating Council

Introduction

The North Carolina Interagency Coordinating Council, for Children Ages Birth to Five with
Disabilities and Their Families, is a thirty (30) member advisory board representing
parents, professionals and agencies across the state. The North Carolina Interagency
Coordinating Council is legislated by the North Carolina General Assembly as required by
Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. The North Carolina Interagency
Coordinating Council is the designated planning partner of the Division of Public Health
and the Public Schools of North Carolina in their roles as lead agencies for birth to five
services for children with special needs and their families.

Membership
The Governor of North Carolina appoints members for two-year terms so that half the
membership rotates off the Council every year. A Council member can be reappointed for
an additional two year term. The Parent Co-Chairperson is a parent of a child with a
disability under the age of twelve (12) years and the Professional Co-Chairperson is a
professional working in the field of early intervention. Other members, specified in federal
and state law, must include:
e at least twenty percent (20%) of the members must be parents of children with
disabilities aged birth through twelve years;
one parent must have a child aged birth through six years with a disability;
e twenty percent (20%) must be representatives of public or private providers of
early intervention services;
e a person involved in personnel preparation;
a member from each of the following state agencies: Department of Health and
Human Services and the Public Schools of North Carolina;
e a member from the Public Schools of North Carolina responsible for preschool
services to children with disabilities;
a member from the agency responsible for regulating child care;
a member from the agency responsible for the state regulation of health insurance;
a member from the Division of Medical Assistance;
a member from the Office of the Coordination of Education of Homeless Children
and Youth;
a member from the Division of Social Services;
¢ a member from the Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities, and
Substance Abuse Services;
e Head Start, and
e other members as appointed by the Governor.

In addition, North Carolina has reserved four (4) seats for Legislators, to include two
Senate and two House representatives.
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Overall Purpose: Planning partner with the Division of Public Health and
Department of Public Instruction to ensure the development and implementation of
a coordinated interagency service system for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers
with disabilities or developmental delays and their families and to serve as the
major state level advisory board for early intervention and preschool services.

o ldentification of sources of fiscal and other support for the early intervention
system

o Assignment of financial responsibility to the appropriate agency

o Development of policies related to early intervention services

a Preparation of application and amendments for available federal funds

o Assistance with the evaluation of services

o Promotion of interagency agreements and resolution of interagency disputes

o Support and guidance for the Local Interagency Coordinating Councils

o ldentification of appropriate types of services for infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers

o Provision of advice and assistance to the lead agencies regarding the
transition of toddlers with disabilities to preschool and other appropriate
services

a Strengthening service integration for both infants and toddlers and infants
at-risk and their families, regardless of eligibility status, and preparation and
submission of an annual report to the Governor and to the U.S. Secretary of
Health and Human Services regarding the status of early intervention
programs for infants and toddlers with disabilities in the state
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No member of the Council may cast a vote on any matter that is likely to provide a direct
financial benefit to that member or otherwise give the appearance of a conflict of interest
under state law.

The North Carolina Interagency Coordinating Council meets on a quarterly basis in public
meetings. The work of the Council is primarily completed through the efforts of standing
committees and task forces created as needs arise. The Council Co-Chairpersons appoint
the members of the committees and task forces. Parents are included as members of all
standing committees and task forces. Standing committees are co-chaired by a parent
and a professional. Standing Committees are:

= Local Interagency Coordinating Council Support Committee
=  Transitions Committee

=  Children and Families Committee

= Professional Education Committee

= Executive Committee

Task forces have been appointed to deal with such special topics as fee-for-service and
sliding fee scales, specialized services, and transportation.

A listing of North Carolina Interagency Coordinating Council members, along with meeting
dates, sites, further information and copies of recommendations made by task forces may
be obtained by contacting:

Executive Director of the North Carolina Interagency Coordinating Council
Division of Child Development

2201 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-2201

Telephone: (919) 662-4543 or Fax: (919) 662-4568

or at the North Carolina early intervention website: www.ncei.org

Reference: North Carolina Infant-Toddler Program Policy Bulletin #6 North
Carolina Interagency Coordinating Council

NC-LICC Handbook Section 2 NC Interagency Coordinating Council and Responsibilities revised 5/08 4


http://www.ncei.org/

